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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AMALGAMATIONS — HON KEN TRAVERS — NOTICE OF MOTION 
Statement 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [5.32 pm]: I regret that earlier this afternoon I was not able to be 
in the chamber, due to urgent parliamentary business, to listen to the contribution of Hon Ken Travers during 
members’ statements. From what I managed to catch of his contribution, I gather that he is proposing on 
Tuesday of next week to move a motion—which will need to be put without amendment or debate—that will 
effectively accelerate his motion, which I gather must now sit at number 49 on the next notice paper, to 
number 1. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank Hon Ken Travers for giving notice of that intent, because, as 
Hon Ken Travers would be aware, there are a number of great things about being a member of the Liberal Party, 
and one of those is that we always have the opportunity to have a conscience vote on any matter, so long as we 
have taken the opportunity to give notice to our colleagues in advance. I thank Hon Ken Travers for giving us 
sufficient notice today for something that he plans to do on Tuesday, because it gives those members who are 
inclined to do that the opportunity to undertake the necessary internal processes. In the past I have actually 
implored members opposite, if they are genuine about a particular topic, to not do something on the spur of the 
moment, because I know full well that that may mean that those of us who may be inclined to support something 
would have no opportunity to do so. So I thank Hon Ken Travers for that courtesy. 

I take the opportunity at this time to also by way of courtesy explain to Hon Ken Travers, who is regrettably 
away on urgent parliamentary business, why there is no scenario in which I would support that motion on 
Tuesday. I have a motion on notice listed at number 33 on the notice paper, which I have been patiently awaiting 
since I gave notice on 20 June 2013. In order for Hon Ken Travers to convince me that his matter should 
leapfrog not only mine listed at 33, but also everybody else’s before mine, he needs to put the case and persuade 
me why his matter is of such compelling urgency that it should move from number 49 to number 1. I did not hear 
any of that in the portion of his contribution that I managed to catch. I intend to go back, when Hansard becomes 
available, to read it in detail. 

In the absence of that, it would seem most discourteous to all other members in this chamber who have been 
patiently waiting, I note, many of them since on or around 20 June 2013. Indeed, I note that my good friend 
Hon Colin Holt saw fit on 20 June 2013 to give notice of an important motion about the great southern region. 
I am looking forward to him having an opportunity to move that motion in the fullness of time. But, regrettably, 
for my honourable friend, his motion is listed at number 19 and, as much as I am a great admirer of 
Hon Colin Holt, I probably will not be able to agree with him moving his motion to number 1 either, because my 
other good friend Hon Sue Ellery has her important motion that she has been patiently waiting to debate since 
19 June, the day before Hon Colin Holt gave notice of his motion—a number of notices of motion were given 
over those two days—listed at number 1. She has a very important motion on Western Australian schools for us 
to consider next Wednesday and I am sure that all members are looking forward eagerly to contributing to that 
particular motion. I hasten to add that the very next motion after Hon Sue Ellery’s motion is another excellent 
motion worthy of consideration put forward by Hon Rick Mazza, who has been waiting patiently since 
11 June 2013. In fact, that honourable member has been taking such interest in his motion that he not only gave 
notice of it on 11 June 2013, but also facilitated the redistribution of his motions and sought a motion to have 
them reordered on 27 February this year. It seems that it would be discourteous on my part to support 
Hon Ken Travers’ motion on Tuesday. In the absence of some extraordinary emergency that would facilitate the 
opportunity for his motion to move from 49 to 1, I regret that I will not be able to support that. 

Hon Simon O’Brien: Of course, there are other opportunities for members who need to raise urgent matters, 
such as the option available to the government every week, which he had this morning and they will have next 
Thursday morning as well. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Indeed, my good friend Hon Simon O’Brien, the hardworking member from the 
South Metropolitan Region, makes an extraordinarily good point. Not only is there the opportunity as we have 
right now during members’ statements to raise important things — 

Hon Sue Ellery interjected. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: I will get to that in a moment. Members have the opportunity to not only raise important 
contributions at this time, but also, as Hon Simon O’Brien says, pursuant to the roster available to the various 
parties, move motions. This morning we had a motion from Hon Sally Talbot and, in addition, we had an 
excellent motion from Hon Peter Katsambanis. They were important debates this morning. However, as 
Hon Sue Ellery has already mentioned, there is not an opportunity to vote on the motion and maybe that is 
worthy of discussion. Maybe if people are concerned about the system or concerned that the system is somewhat 
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inadequate because there are so many motions on notice, there might need to be an opportunity for us to consider 
a different system. However, the problem with what Hon Ken Travers has suggested, which I gather clearly has 
the support of Hon Sue Ellery, is that it enables somebody to impatiently — 

Hon Sue Ellery: Ask the house. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: — ask the house to leapfrog everybody else. 

Hon Sue Ellery: It is contemplated that the house might consider agreeing to that. That is all he is doing. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: I am indicating to Hon Sue Ellery that there is absolutely no scenario on Tuesday in 
which I will agree to that. Nevertheless, I will conclude my remarks by thanking Hon Ken Travers for the 
courtesy because, in all sincerity, what he has done is appropriate; he has followed the appropriate procedure. 
I would not want him to think that I have not had the opportunity to consider his gesture, but on this occasion, 
I intend to decline. 
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